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roſelyte, ueh a Proſe ubmitted - 
to nnd 2 oy bundantly ſu 225 tecom- 
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„lin the: Spirit, and 


The Unpro fitableneſs of External, 


to have been 
Law of Moſes, 


* 


therefore that teacheſt another, 'teacheſt thou not thy 
thy Baut of the Law, 
e Law, diſponoureſt thou God? 
„ßen this he proceeds to ſhew, that 


ſelf * Thou that nat 


- 


through breaking tbe L. 


' —» Vers 23, X 


26, %% Circumciſion Law, profited when 


_ they kept the Law: And on the con. 


trary, that an uncircumciſed Perſon, who kept 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law, "particularly dne 
* 1 


* 


who. from atnong rhe Gentiles "embraced the 


Faith of Chriſt, and was thereby brought to a 


Chriſtian Temper and Practice, would riſe uf 
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the Precepts of 


F 7 * wry? | vould up in 
Judgment againſt an immoral lern, and wan 
| "bf God, while fuch 4 Jew would 4 

e e no ge 
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without Internal 1 $A! Bs. | 


be 2 rejected by him; concluds -k 
ing in the Words of my Text, For: ve. ne 
he is not a Jem, & e. 515 

He is not a, Jem, which is one nas 41 chat 
18, He. is not) ſuch a Perſon as: God enpects a 
ſhould be, who is ſo only by his Deſcent from 
Abraham, and by his Profelling the Religion of 
the Jews: 2 Neither is that: Circumciſion, which * 27 
outward in the Heſb; that ig, This is not the thing 
which, God, principally defign'd by. Gircuincifion;” - 
it is not that ſort. of Circumciſion” which he exe! 
| pets, if it be no more than in the Fleſh : But de 
11 4 Jew, which is one inwardly ; The Man whom 
God approves, and of which ſort he deſign d the 
Jews ſhould all have been, is he, who is of the 
Temper. and Spirit which the Law 6f God, 
ticularly the Moral Part of it, requires hi 
be, one who inwardly believes in, reverences, . 
and loves Almighty God: And Ci iroumciſion is that 
of the Heart, in the Spi irit, and not in ibe Letter; 

Tue Circumciſion w which God approves, and of 
which the other is but a Figure, is, when the 
Heart is purified from all evil and corrupt ' Af- 
fections, when the Mind of the Man is renewed 
by, the Grace and Spirit of God z not when he 
is merely circumciſed according to the Letter of 
Moſes's Laws whoſe Praiſe is not of Men, but of God. 
This ſeems an Alluſion to the Word Judab, from 
whence the Word Few is derived, which denotes 
Praiſe, according to that Expreſſion of Jacob in 
bleſſing his ee Borg ate „„ 
whom 29 Brethren ſball praiſe; and xlix. 4 
ai the * had, The * . 0 


Jew 


-- 


6 The Unprofitableneſs of External, 
Jew whom God accepts, is one who doth not 
only recommend himſelf to Men, by his out- 
ward Profeſſion; but to God, who ſeeth his Heart, 
by the inward Frame and Temper of his Mind; 
and will therefore have Praiſe of God, whatſo- 

ever the Opinion of Men may be concerning 


_ From the Words thus explain d, I deduce this 
Propoſition, as the Subject of my farther Diſ- 
courſe, namely, That the Principle | of that Re- 
ligion which God approves, and ' which will, 
thro Bis Mercy in ' Feſus Chrift; render any. 
Man acceptable to him, 1s inthe Heart and Spi- 
rit of a Man, forni d and fix'd there by the Grace 
of the Divine Spirit; and that wit hout this, God 
will accept no Man, | upon acoount of ay er- 
N Privileges, Advantages or Profeſſions hat- 

Oe ber. „ CCC . #1 

I lay down this Propoſition in theſe Gene- 
ral Terms z becauſe, what the Apoſtle here ſpeaks 


of a Jew, may be with equal Truth pronounced 
of a Chriſtian; He is not a Chriſtian, which is 
one outwardly ; neither is that Baptiſm, which is 
merely external: But he is a Chriſtian, who is 
one inwardly. ; and Baptiſm is that, not of Water 
only, but of Water and of the Spirit, according 
do the Declaration of St. Peter, Bap 
ret. ii. a1. tiſn doth nom ſave us ; not the put- 
i de, aw the Filth of the Fleſb; but 
the anſwer of 4 good Conſcience towards God. 
And indeed, the Reaſon upon which the Apoſtle 
roceeds, and the Manner of his arguing with the 
J evidently ſhew his Meaning to have been 
| | | to 


— 


1 cone Internal Religion. 7 
to aſſert this as an undoubted Truth; That what 
| ſoever external Advantages or Privileges God had 
beſtowed, or ſhould from time to time confer 
n r one Nation, or any one Perſon more 
— — another; or whatſoever Profeſſion ſuch Na- 
tion or Perſon ſhould make; yet ſtill that which 
render'd any Man capable of the Mercy and Favour 
of God, is {omerhing within him, rooted in his 
Ki 20] Sper foray his A 8 
my farther pr cuting t rgument, pro- 
Pole: the, following Method. 11151205 
Jo enquire, what that Principle within 
«Nw is,, which. renders. him capable: of . 

Acceptance, 1 
Secondly, To n the Truth- of his Pro- 
2 850 ; e that this is primarily acceptable 
hat without it, all external Privi- 

1 5 2d Pe Pro 


ofeſſions. e nothing. to this pur- 
CHO nit 0D 

" Thirdy, 'To ths wha is the real. Benefiti of 

any External al Proridegss, ſuch'asbein 22 Jew. 


or * 25 an thing ie anſwers to 
the iſtians. | 

252 — To IMS: fone: Inſerenees, by way of 
Ap lication.. . 


rſt, Tam to enquire what __ Principle with- 
nA Man is, which renders him en 5 


Acceptance. 2 ur dod 
r eden x J Text, a ET 
; and by the Circenaifion of -the Hautes 


: x the Spirit, _ = hy Letter. A Jem was 
| ho. outwardly. 195 ofeſs d. to believe in the. | b 
Tg God, the ker of Heaven and _ L 


Ons. 


8 The Unpro e 7 of External, 
to worſhip him only, and to be over b 
his Law. And conſequently he Was a 150 ew 
1nwardly, who had an internal Senſe agreea- 
ble to this external Profeſſion ; one who had 
worthy Apprehenſions of the Divine Ma My, 
and ſuitable Affections of Mind towards 
one who worſhip'd him in Spirit and in Truth? 
with all the F Aide of his Soul; and one who 
had heartily devoted himſelf to him, defiring 
above all things to know his Will; and bein fully 
determin'd, by his Aſſiſtance, to ad ed 
Circumciſion i in the 'Fleſh Was a Figure of tha 
in the Heart ; and what that is, we are inform 4 
in diverſe Paſſages of holy Writ. Moſes, in his 
ener to the People, a little before his Death, 
thus addreſſes hiniſelf to them 3 No. 
deu *. 14. Tfrael, what dot h the Lord thy 5 ow, 
70 11 Tequire'of thee, but to fear he Lord 
thy God to . in all his W s, and to love. him,” 
and to ſerve the Lord thy Go with all th; Heart, 
and . a thy Soul ? adding a little a „ Cir. 
©} 1 cumciſe therefore the. Foreskin F. our 
Re 50, 16. Heart, and be no more RifFnecked.” 
19 250 49 Ave again, where he makes. mention 
Deut. xxx. 16. of the Lord's circumciſin 5 their Heart, 
And the Heart of | their Seed, he. 
explains himſelf by adding to love the 45 FA 
God with all thy Heart 4 with all t 
This it ſeems was the Circumciſion of the Fung 
to be no more ſtiff-necked, but to fear, and love,” 
and ſerve the Lord with all the Powers of the 0 


Soul. In like St, itin he 
n 83 Paul, 15 Gin 


02 


|. withiut Interval, Kegler iT of 


9 K ih [2s Arni, os -- 

ff, [which VET 1 Col. ai. . 14 

Le ey a the, 
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eo brei all tba un gran 1 vieious dig in voy 
and Paſſions,' which he ty les the Arcumciſan made 
without Hands; not made in the Fleſh by the 
Hands of Ven; but in the Soul, by the, Opera- 
tion of the dine Spirit. 
For the ſetting. this) Matter in2.clhas Light, it 
zs to be'obſerv'd, *That''iq'[this\degeneraterBitate 
of Mankind, as we efand from the firſt Adam, 
and have no other Nature or Principle in us huʒt 
what we derive from him, the te 6 of: God, 
in which he firſt Feet N to be gxeatr 
ly defaced. We arg ſtrongly i to the | 
ef Benfe, and of «his prelegs Life! ; and: we, grow 
up into an inordinate Eſteem af the nts-of 
this World, the Pleaſures of Senſe, the Poſſeſſion 
_ of ahis Warld's Goods, the Grandeur of huwan 
Life ; chefe are the things which we are prone to 
vidue, to deſire and purſue, in the tint and chief 
Place. "Tis true, we have rational Souls within 
us, and the Faculties af theſe Souls, as we grow 
in Years, are ſtill more and mate excited: But 
after all, they are apt to be chiefly employed in 
purveying for r che Body, and the temporal Con- 
cernments of this preſent State, until a more / ſpixi: 
tual and divine Principle be awaken' d an us, till 
there be excited in our Minds by the Divine Spi⸗ 
rit a Senſe of Almighty God, and of afuture 
State of Life, infinitely more n "me 


_ * wel are at 1 is 5955 
ö This 


10 The Unprofitableneſsvf External, 
This divine Principle being once thorowly a- 
waken d in us, we begin to form a different Judg- 
ment of things from what we had before; Our 
Reſolutions, and the very Inclinations of our Souls 
Axe changed which will naturally have its Effect 
in a thorow/ Alteration of the whole Courſe of 
If we may expreſs this inward Principle, of 
which I am ſpeaking, in one comprehenſive Word, 
it muſt be that by which our Apoſtle frequently 
expreſſes it in this Epiſtle, namely Faith. He 
declares in the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe, that 
Abraham, the great Patriarch of the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, was juſtified by Faith, and that his Faith was 
inputed to him for Righteouſneſs; and therefore he 
propoſeth Abraham as the great Pattern to all 
who' deſired to be accepted of God, whether they 
were Jewp-or Gentil eee. 
A s to the Nature of this Faith of Abraham, we 
have a clear Account of it in the ſacred Writings. 
It was ſuch a firm Belief in God, according to 
the Revelation which God had made of himſelf 
to him, as included in it the moſt profound Reve- 
rence of Soul towards that excellent Being; an 
abſolute Reſignation of himſelf, and all that he 
had, to the Divine Will; a ready Diſpoſition of 
Mind to obey the moſt difficult Commands; toge- 
ther with an entire Truſt and Confidence in that 
God, whom he thus reverenced and obey'd; a 
Faith, which, when God required it, made Him 
cheerfully to forſake his Country and his Kindred, 
ſojourning for many Years in a ſtrange Land; 
nay, which made him undertake the —_— 


. 


# 


v 


8 nik Relzginn. N 41 


Ai of ont his Son, His beloved Son Lſaac z 
in a word, which enabled him, as the Veripture | 


expreſſeth it, to walk before God, and 
1 5 wi perfedt, that is, drann in his Gen. xr by 
18 8 517 87 5 77 
And by juſt ſuch a Faith: a8 ini Jer by] by De 
ſcent became a Jew inwardly ;:anda 
Profeſſion becomes a Chriſtian inwardly ; and l 
pious and good Men, both before and ſince Abra- 
ham, have by means of ſuch a Faith become ac- 
ceptable to God, through the Mediation of our 
Great Redeemer. This is that great Principle ſo 
heartily recommended by the er to the He- 
brews, and illuſtrated by ſo many © 
eminent Examples, throughout one Kahr. rie 
: whole Chapter of that Epiſtle name- 
ly,” a Believing and Hopeing in 4 God, 
according to the Degree of Revelation which he 
hath made of himſelf to Men in the different Ages 
of the World, with a lively, ſtrong, active, and 
' vigorous Faith; ſuch. as, being grounded upon 
worthy Apprehenſions af God, and ſuitable: Aﬀe- 
ctions towards him, renews. the Image of God in 
the Soul of Man; and ſuch as, whenever it is 
try'd, will be able to influence the Heart and 
Life of him who is endued with ir. 1105 oc 


1 loved to what I ooppoled. in the Jos, | 
| Place, namely, To confirm the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition hide I laid down, ſhewing, AN this 
| 20 Principle is that which is primar my accept- 
able to God; inſomuch that without it, all External 


 Previleges and P n, ne mn vath, nothing 2 - 


12 The Onprofilebleneſt of External, 
r both 
from Seriptureʒ and from tlie Reaſon of the Thing. 
St. Paul not only aſſerts it peremptorily in my 
Text, bit confirms it S firſt patt 15 
this Epiſtle; in oppoſition to the Jews, who va- 
Is elves'f6 much, s being deſcended from 
HHP, to whom and to whoſe: Seed the Pro- 
miſes were made and as being entred into Cove- | 
Hat with God by the Rice of Uiroumciſion. 
As O Artumciſton, the Apoſtle: tells them, ahnt 
it was appdited'to'Abrichzm long before this Law 
ef Moſes was given, and that -only 
© Rome, 8 4 Sign umd Seal of the Rig eon 
 "Weſs of that Faith which he had mhilſ. 
he was uncireumolſed. So that it was his Faith 
which render d him acceptable to God, not his 
Circumdciſion. And as for their being (deſcended 
_ Rom Abraham, he all along endeavours to make 


them ſenffble, That tlie true Seed of Abraham, ehief- 


7 intended in the Promiſe, were not they who 
Were hir Seed after the Pleſb, Hot 
ke oo 'theSpirit';)thofe who were g the. 2255 
| . of Ubrabiin, und who walked in the 
eps" of that” Faith, bf whatſoever 
Stock ori ep e they might be, Abrabam being 
the common Hider of "all Who ſhould believe as 
he did; which was {o plain, that the Apoſtle 
ed#ies'to'them, in the latter Part of 
See. His Diſeourſe on his Subject, That 
+ God was about to caſt off the natural 
Seed of Abruban, the Jews, for their Unbelief, 
and to receive into Covenant thoſe · amongſt the 


r Who Thould-embrace the Goſpel; which 
accord- 


aitbour Soil Religion. 13 


accordingly came to pals, in the a 
Nles, ey the Temple of God at Jeruſalem was 
deſtroyed by the Romans, all the Service of it 
abofiſhed, and the Gentiles became the People of 
God, in the Room of the Jews -- 
As to the Teſtimony of the Scriptures in this 
Point, 1 ſhall only farther cite three remarkable 


Texts of St. Pax, parallel parallel one to the other, and 
all wn of . to the Purpoſe of my preſcut 
5 iGhrife, ſays he, Ee , 
| Ee a 1 availeth: any Ing, 


mor 9 5 s but Faith whwob-worketh by 
Love. Again, In Ghniſt-Jejas neither Gul 13. 
Gireumcifion nunileth any Thing, nor 
Uncircumciſion ** 2 Ts — And once 
more, Ciraumaiſion is Ast $ 4 
Dacircumciſion is By 9-8 ol 
E 7b the :Commendments of; God. Where (it is 
7 That a new Creatine, the Image af 
. » God 57 tan; in the Soul of Man ; and Farmbawhich 
works by Laue, that divine Erinciple upon which 
[the Loveof God, and all other , good. Difpobitions 
of Saul are grounded. and af. the feeping 
the Commandments of Ged, the &tte& i df both the 
former, are mention das the Qualificatiens :abſo- 
Autely-neceflarybothito Jew andi Centile, without 
Diſtinction, in order to ur With: God. Jt 
And from the Reaſon of tthe Thing, the Matter 
is as evident, as from Seripture 1tdetf, whether we 
conſider the Naturecof God, or of Man. God is 
a pure and heb Spirit, and can take Pleaſure in 
no other Worſhip and Service than what is pure 
. — Man is an underſtanding = 10 
onable 


14 The Unprofitableneſs of External, 

ſonable Creature, made after the Image of God, 
and is no other Ways capable of his Favour, than 
either by retaining or recovering the divine Image, 
and an entire Reſignation to the divine Will, The 
firſt Principle of a religious Life, is, as J have 
already obſerved, a ſtedfaſt Faith in God, ſuch as 
preſuppoſeth right Conceptions of him, and will 


naturally produce a profound Devotion to him, 


even a Reverence and Love which will be the 
Foundation of a ſincere and univerſal Obedience, 
together with a perfect Truſt and Confidence in 
him. And whereſoever this Principle is rooted 
in the Soul, as a Teſtimony of God's preſent Ac- 
ceptance, ſuch a Soul will find Reſt to its ſelf; 
the Spirit of the Man being in that Frame and 
Temper which is truly natural to it, will feel true 
Satisfaction from it; and God himſelf will ſhed 
abroad a Senſe of his Love, in a Mind thus dif- 
poſed, by the ſame Spirit by which this Temper 


is produced. 


The great Deſign of God in framing ſuch Crea- 
tures as we are, was, That we might know, and 
love, and ſerve our Maker in this State of our 
Trial, and become capable of enjoying him in the 


future State of Recompence : And foraſmuch as 


we are fallen ſhort of the Glory of God, he hath 
appointed divers Means for our Recovery, afford- 


ing ſome Nations, and ſome particular Perſons, 


greater Plenty of theſe Means, more Advantages 


than to others, according to his good Pleaſure 
all which are ſtill but Means to the End, and will 
no other Ways render us acceptable to God, than 
as we improve them to that Purpoſe, Which 


brings 


* 


©, without Internal Religion. 15 
brings me to the next Thing 1 propoſed ; 
namely, Hae „ 


wv rd, To ſhew what is the real Benefit of any 
External Advantages or Priviledges; ſuch as, for 
Inſtance, being born a Jew, or being circumciſed, 
7 any Thing which anſwers to theſe amongſt Chri- 
ans. 
This is the Meaning of St. Paul's Queſtion, 
which he introduceth as an Obje&ion made by the 
Jews againſt his Diſcourſe, in the ge. 
ginning of the next Chapter, What Rom. iii. 1, 2. 
Advantage then hath the Jew? Or 5 8 
what Profit is there of Circumciſion « To which 
he immediately returns an Anſwer, which ſerves as 
a ſatisfactory Account of the Matter before us; Much 
every Way, ſays he, chiefly becauſe unto them were 
commited the Oracles of God. And again, in another 
Place, teſtifying the Grief of his Soul for the Reje- 
_ ion of his Countrymen, the Jews, he thus enume- 
rates their Privileges; Who are I. 
raelites; to whom pertaineth the Adop- Kom. ix. 4, 3. 
tion, andthe Glory, and the Covenants,  _ 
and the giving of the Law, and the Service of God, 
and the Promiſes; whoſe are the Fathers, and of 
whom, as concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came, who is 
over all, God bleſſed for ever. Amen. The Sum of 
Which is, That God had taken them for his pecu- 
liar People and Children, dwelling among them in 
the Glory which refided in the Tabernacle, and _ 
in the Temple , appointing his Service to be: 
there conſtantly perform d; making a Covenant 
with them, and giving them viſible Signs We ot 


* 


* 


1 
NC. 
* 


DDr 


16 The Vnprofitableneſs of External, 
that Covenant; adding ſpecial Promiſes, particu- 

| larly that of the Meſſiah to be born amongſt 
them, of the Seed of Abraham and David their 
famous Anceſtors; and finally, giving them his 
facred Word, the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment, thoſe Divine Oracles, for their conſtant 

Direction and Guidance. Theſe were great Privi- 
ledges, and ſpecial Advantages; and thoſe of Chri- 
ſtians are yet much greater, for the awakening 
our Comſideration, the informing our Judgments, 


the exciting obr Conſciences, the quickening our 
Hopes, and the eftabliſhing our Minds. A Jew 


in former Times had, and eſpecially a Chriſtian 
fince the coming of our Saviour into the World 
hath, much the Advantage of the reſt of Mankind 
o all theſe Purpoſes ; for the Improvement of 
which, the Jews, were, and we Chriſtians. now 
are accountable, as for fo many proper Means and 
Helps for the forming of the Divi bur e 5 
for the begetting a true Faith, ſuch as will work by 
Love, and be made perfect in good Works ; and 
which, if we make uſe of them and. improve them 
as we ought, will be effectual, through the Bleſ- 
ting of God, towards attaining the End for which 
they are defign'd: As on the other hand, if we 
deſpiſe-or negle& them, they will be only fo, many 
Articles of Impeachment againft us at the 


Day; and inſtead of rendring us more acceptable 
to God, they will expoſe us to an Higher Degtee of 

his Diſpteaſure, But I haſten to What I propos d 
in the laſt place; namely, To Uraw ſome Inferences 
from what hach been faid, by way of 'Applica- 


Firſt, 4 | 


tion, 


ts without Internal Religian. 


Hoe From the Doctrine I have been ang 
upon may be clearly. deduced this plain an 
uſeful Inference, That true Religion hath at all 
Times, and in all Places, been one and the ſame; 
that pious and virtuous Men have inievery Age 
and in every Nation, been accepted of God upon 
the ſame Terms; I mean the inward Principle 
of a fincere Faith in God, and the Reſignation 
of themſelves' to him, according to the various 
Diſcoveries they have had of * Will concern- 
ing them. 25 + + %eJ 15 old ! 1. 
lt is a certain * unchangeable Main, that 
which St. Peter pronounc'd in the Caſe of Cor- 
nelius, and which it ſeems he did not underſtand; 
till he wasconvinc'd of it by a Viſien-which he 
himſelf had ſeen, and by the Apparition of an 
Angel to that devout and charitable Centurion. 
His Words are theſe; Of a eruth 1! 
Perceive that God is no reſpecter of Ax. 3695 
erſons : but in every nation, bay that 
feareth him, and e e » opted 
of bin. And as ſuch a Per — ae ath 
been accepted of God ; ſo no other than duch an 
one is capable of his Favour, ' 
Luhe \ Patriarchal; the Jewiſh, and the Chriſtian 
| Religion, tho! differing! in ſeveral External Cir- 
_ cumſtances; particularly in the degree of Revela- 
tion made by God to Men; yet all agtee in this, 
That — hath. render d: ls Man acceptable to 
God under either of them, but only that inward 
Principle of which I have been ſpeaking, which 
ltere dender all who are endued with it ö 
nable to him. DO) Bt 77 21 (33 1:21 | 
It is true, that thoſe to whom God hath = 


veal'd-more Particularsof his Will, are obliged to 
foils; Cc extend 
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18 The. Unprofitableneſs/ of External, 
extend their Faith accordingly.': He who was 
born before the giving of the Jewiſh Law, was 
bound to believe in God and to worſhip him, ac 

cording to the Revelation which he had made of 
himſelf to the Children of Men by the Light of 
Nature, by the Works of Creation and Providence, 
and by the ſeveral Manifeſtations of himſelf to the 


Patriarchs ſucceſſively, down from Adam to Noah, 


to Abraham, and to Moſes. He who was born 
and bred under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, was obli- 
ged to believe in God, and to worſhip him, accord- 
ing to the Revelation which he had made of him- 
ſelf by Moſes and the Prophets. And he to whom 

the Gofpel is revealed, is in like manner obli- 
ged to believe in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to worſhip God according to his Inſtitution 


and Precepts. The believing in God, tlie re- . 


verencing, loving, and reſigning one's ſelf to 
him, neceſſarily implies all this; for whoſo- 
ever doth ſo, will readily embrace every Truth 
which God ſhall think fit to diſcoyer to him. 
But ſtill, the great Principle upon which all, 
under theſe ſeveral Diſpenſations, have been 
accepted, is ſuch a Faith in God, according 
to the reſpective Manifeſtations which he hath 
made of himſelf to Men, as will renew the 
Mind, influence and govern the Heart and 
Life, and bring Men to an Obedience and 
Subjection to the Will of God, as far as it 18 
made known to them. God cannot contradict, 
nor vary from himſelf; and therefore, although 
for wiſe Reaſons he hath thought fit to reveal hnim- 

ſelf to the World, by degrees, at fun- 


Hebr. i. 1. dy tines,” aud in diuerſe manners; 
yet the fundamental P rinciples of that 
ED __ Religion 


Religion which hath been accep pb ae — 
_ and always: will be, ungen the ſame. 
ondly, We may therefore heriee learn, who. 
are "hs erfors to 2 we' are obligedd to extend 
our Chriſtian Charity,” as to our Brethrery in CHrifh 
Jeſus. | OT-Q1] If 
When St. Paul, in the Per berater to 2 
Text, which F mention'd before, had declare! 
That in Chrift Jeſus mit her cirennei. 
fim availed any thing, "nor Uncircum- Gal via 15, 
ſien, hut a new Creature, namely, he 
renovation of the Mind by that inward Prin 
which: my Text ſpeaks of; he immediately 
And as many as walk torx to this 20 Peas 
be on them, and Mere Aris 1 the- FfraePof Go 
Thofe then who wa ns to' this Rule, 
the true Iſrael Cod We" cindy indeed 2 
wife judge of the inward Diſpoſitions and Fem- 
pers of Men, than as they diſcover them in their 
Converſations: I therefore we beftgld Men living 
Sober, Rightecus, and Godly Lives; if we kn.] 
them to be careful in the 5 > of the great 
moral Precepts of our hof) qe ens and 1 oi 
ſame time ferious and devout 
true God, through the Mediatiom of his e Son Foros 
Chriſt; in a word if their 'Tetpers: and their 
Livesare tru Chriftian thought it ſhould hap- 
pen, that in ſome Inſfances of tes Inportance, in 
Matters not eſſential to Chriſtianity, they ſhould 
in their Judgments differ from us ; ſince the Peace 
and Mercy of God in Tejns' Chi are extended to 
them, we ſhould; as far as lies in us, be at Peace 
_ with them, exercifing. our Good-will and Charity 
towards them, as our Fellow-Chriſtians. 
Thie truly Chriſtian Temper, if once it could 
C2 prevail 


20 The Vnprofs ableneſs of. External, 
prevail in the Chriſtian World, would by degrees 
reſtore the Church of Chrift, which was deſign'd 
to be one Body, to its Primitive Union and Inte- 
grity ; and would ſoon put an end to thoſe unhap- 
y Diviſions and Contentions which have been too 
= a Scandal to the Reformed Churches them- 
ſelves, and have too frequently expoſed them to 
the Deſigns and Contrivances of their ſubtil and 
reſtleſs Adverſaries of the Church of R “e. 
Diraly, We, are. farther inſtructed from this 
Doctrine, to be exceedingly. thankful to Al- 
mighty God, who hath. afforded to us Chriſtians. 
greater Spiritual Privileges and Advantages, than 
to any others. He hath not left us to the meer 
Light of Nature and Reaſon, which how little 
it is improved in the Gentile World is too evident. 
He hath not leſt us to thoſe Traditions whereby 
the Patriarchs were inſtructed ; which, conſide- 
ring the length of their Lives in the early Ages of 
the World, could tranſmit a much clearer and 
more certain Light, than Tradition in our Age 
could poſſibly do. We are not left to the imper- 
fect Revelation of Moſes, which, compar'd with 
that of Chriſt, was but a Shadow, or as it were a 
glimmering of Light: No, but we enjoy the Light 
of the glorious Goſpel of our Saviour, even as St. 
Paul expreſſes it, the Light of the 
2 Cor.iv. ac. Knowledge of the, Glory of God, in the 
en 75 us Chriſt, who came to diſ- 
cover the Will of God clearly and fully to us, and 
to afford us all the Inſtruction, Encouragement, 


£ „ 


and Aſſiſtance which we can reaſonably deſire. 

| Had the 1/raclites che Adoption ? Ir was but as, 
Gal. iv. f Children under Age: But we Chri- 
*.*.”: , Nians have the Adoption of Sons, grown 


OO , *,citholt Internal Nelzgion. 
vp to Maturity. Did rh Glory of Cod, maniſeſt- 
ing it ſelf in a bright Cloud, appertain to them? 
The Mord of God was made' Fleſh, and dwelt in 
his human Body, as in 4 Tabermacte! i111 2idy nn 
ſtiut, full of Grace and Trum; John B. 16 


and his Glory appear d as the Gif, 


the Only-begotten of the Father. And though we _ 
our ſelves did not behold him; yet we reaſonably 
believe in him, upon the ſure Teſtimony of thoſe who 
were Eye · witneſſes of his Majeſty and Gb Had 
they the Covenants, one made with Abrabam) and 
the other by the Miniſtry of Nſoſes ? We have the / 
new Covenant, made with the true Sed of Abrabam, 
by the Son of God himſelf appearing in human 
Nature. I Had: they the giving of } the Law's? We, 
of the Goſpel. Had they the Servics of God, ap- 
pointed by the Law, airitual, ceremonial, and there- 
fore a burdenſome Service We have a mor per- 
fect, Spiritual Service, a Service more agreeable 
and delightful to a reaſonable Mind, appointed bj 
the Goſpel. Had they the Promiſes of Meſinb to 
come? We know that he is long ſince conſe and 
hath given us great and precious Promſes to he fulfil. 
led to all his Diſciples, in part in this Life, but 
more fully in the Life to come. Finally; Were the 
Oracles of God committed to them? To us Chriſtians 
much more ; namely, not ouly thoſe given dut by 
Moſes and the Prophets; but theſe Withthe Addi- 
tion of the Words of our Lord; of His Rvangeliſts 
and Apoſtles. All which Confiderations 6ught to 
excite-our Gratitude, to ſtrengthen our Faith, to 
confirm our Hope, and to quicken our Obedience. 
_ -Fourthly, It is farther à proper Inſtruction from 
this Doctrine, that we take Care not to value or 
boaſt of any of theſe Privileges, ſo as to rely 


22 The Unpaſtableref af External, > 
upon them, without imprevipg them to:the pus 
poſe for which they were deſigned. This were to 
fall directly into the ſame Exnon for'which St. Park 
in this Epiſtiæ rebukes the Jews. Laut ſo it is: 
many Chriſtian alſo have co ene 0 
T ike Reprehenſiodou. 
mod one argue. with a grear-Number of; 
y —ꝛ 4 
ews, only varying i ſome: 
- of theirduffedent Profitiions2! Behold} thou art c. 
led Chriſtian, and — the rea of the 
Chriftian Faith; h h tig boaſt — 
ofChriſty,thoi hnowe/ the Wale * 
the Things t hut aremoreexcellent, hang inſir ut 
ofthe Goſpal, and orv-confident ha that art amn 
or\anid Teacher of ethers; which halt the Form of 
Knowledge, and of the Trachin the Religion of the 
Goſpel: Thon therefore which teacheſt anuther, tauch. 
* e t hau nat thy: ſelf? Thou that Se, 
m it, that abe Grace: af God that bringath 
Salvgron hathapprared* ro thee, tr4ching thee, — 
. ee 5 and woridiy huſpi, thou ſhouidſt 
120! They erlys 11 teen, and godly. 5 doſt thou allow: 
5 Aelf in any Practice cantrary to this plain and 
19 Rule of thy Religion? Thus that abhorreſt 
Idols, anti haſt —— all Idolatry as a Work 
of the Devil, doſt thou live in the Ne glect of te 
true God, and of his Son Jeſus Chxiſt by Doſt thou 
forbear to/worſhip and ſerve him, according to the 
Inſtitution of his Son from, 3 2- Thou that 
makeſt; thy boaſt of the: Goſpel, by thy tranſgreſling 
its Frecepts diſhonoureſt thou, God, and: thy: Re- 
 deemer;? The —— of all this nuiſt — 
ſaxily be, that whoſoever enjoys the Privileges and 
Advantages which Chriſtians haue, and yet doth 
not 


oy ; 
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at that Day, when, every; Man {ſhall be 
_ cording: to his Works, with a due | 


the Advantages afforded him for his, Direction and 


ſhall have lie Font 
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ſpiſe or n 
Religh sion, Ne the . their be 
a This is the Exror that 
caited Enthuliaſts - Have fa 
that becauſe true Religion is 1 
and is ch Spirits, therefore, thoſe who bo an n d 
ta what is Internal; ace ahove Aae 1 
Wat is External But thelel ould coil 
Cireumciſion the Jews, and ! 


the Paſſover, were both of them External 1 


gining, 


tloas: pet; in the-Apprijnementof eben God thought 


fix to annex.. that. fevers Ihreatning, 
„ ily ner Hoa 5 
7g get dvr of tm, uld.be cut off 15.7 
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in like manner 
Baptiſm an the, Lord d's Supper are Emi 


Rites 70 eee ſuch as are . 25 


ſtiituted by our Lord, and co 

ſerxed. fankfally by alli Dips 1 5. ven- 
ſure of, being accounted; if they wi Wally neglect 

them Deſpiſers of their ee ſtitutions. N 


on the! other hand, if we uſe. them as we ou . 


eching 


they will berome, not only Signs of ſom 
W d Spiritual ; but UF Pie 9 8 
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. they are appointed to ſignify, through the 
275 of God attending the due Uſe of them. 

Laſtly, The principal Uſe of this Doctrine ſhould 
be to excite us all to endeavour after that inward 
Principle, which will conſtitute us Chriſtians in 
ſecret, as well as openly, that Circumciſion, which 
z5 of the Heart, in the Spirit, not in the Letter. If 
weare Chriff , we muſt crucify the Fleſh, with 
"the AHectiont and Luſts, If we have 


Gal. v. 
2 leari d Chrift ; if ſo be we have heard 
"oe. bim, and have been taught by him, as 


the'T ach: is in Jeſus z we muſt put off the old Man 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful Lufts, and 
be renewed in the Spirit of our Mind, putting on the 
new Man, which after God 1s created in Rig hteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs ; and being conform'd to the 
Likeneſs of him, who condeſcended to take our 
Nature upon him, that he might ſet us a Futtern 
for our Imitation. 
It is true, tlie Aſſiſtance of tlie Divine spirit! is 
neceſſary to theſe great Purpoſes: But this is the 
peculiar Promiſe of the Goſpel, that 
Luke xi.13, God will give his Holy Spirit to them 
Phil. ii. 12,13- who ſincerely and - earneſtly ask it of 
Bim; and that he will never be want- 
in wths Aids of his Grace, to thoſe who employ their 
own faithful and conſtant Endeavours. 
May we all partake of that Divine Spirit, and 


thereby be perfectly form'd into the Temper and 


Spirit which manifeſted itſelf in our Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, when he vouchſafed to appear upon Earth; 

that at his Second glorious Appearance he may own 7 
us as his Diſciples; and that our Praiſe may cn” 


be found ace Men, OY God. 


